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PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COM- 
MITTEE ON "OLD DISTRICT FAMILIES." 

Hon. John A. Kasson, 

President Columbia Historical Society. 

Dear Sir : In the autumn of 1S99 a number of members dis- 
cussed, in a general way, a suggestion that the Society should 
undertake to collect and collate all the material which it could 
obtain on the subject of old families resident in the District of 
Columbia, intending thereby to include all who lived within its 
limits at any time down to the year 1800 when the City of Wash- 
ington became the actual seat of the government of the United 
States. 

The proposition, much modified, took definite form at the meet- 
ing of the Board of Managers held on December 4, 1899, when 
on motion of Prof. W J McGee, a committee consisting of 
Messrs. W. B. Bryan, Hugh T. Taggart and Lewis J. Davis 
was appointed " to decide upon the best method of securing the 
requisite data for a list of v those persons residing in the District 
in 1800, whose descendants are still living here " ; and at the 
meeting of the Society which followed the meeting of the Board, 
the President announced that arrangements had been made to 
prepare such a list, which should be as complete as possible, and 
requested that all such information be sent to the Secretary. 

The committee so appointed caused the following advertise- 
ment to appear in the public prints : 

Old District Families. 
A list of persons now residents of the District of 
Columbia, whose ancestors were living in the Dis- 
trict in the year 1800, is being prepared under the 
direction of the Columbia Historical Society. This 
undertaking can be accomplished only through the 
co-operation of the persons referred to, who are 
requested to send their names and those of their 
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said ancestors as promptly as possible to the Sec- 
retary of the Society, 

Mrs. Mary Stevens Beall, 

1643 3 2d St., N. W. 

The result of the above advertisement was that more than two 
hundred communications were addressed to the Secretary, and on 
April 23, 1900, the Board of Managers, on motion of Mr. Marcus 
Baker, resolved: "that the correspondence in the hands of the 
Secretary, relative to the genealogy of District families, be re- 
ferred to a committee of which the Curator shall be Chairman, 
for examination and report upon a plan for arranging and utiliz- 
ing the same." 

The material thus referred for my analysis is interesting to a 
"high degree. The great majority of persons who answered the 
advertisement appreciated its purpose and replied in such manner 
that the information furnished can be arranged with comparative 
ease. Some went further and gave dates of births, marriages 
and deaths, with sketches of individual careers. Others went 
further still and presented brief memoirs of land owners living 
Within what is now the District of Columbia, as far back as the 
year 1700. At least two contributors offered articles which are 
of such genuine historic interest that they are worthy of separate 
publication. On the other hand a few sent details so meagre 
that they cannot be utilized until supplemented by additional 
correspondence with the writers. 

I presented these facts at a special meeting of the Board of 
Managers, held on December 20, 1900, and asked for the deter- 
mination of certain questions which had suggested themselves in 
my examination of this material, before I could report upon a 
plan " for arranging and utilizing the same." 

The data in hand, while excellent so far as they go, are in- 
complete in many ways. For instance, not more than one-half of 
the original proprietors (by which tire meant those who in 179° 
and later owned the land on which the City of Washington was 
laid out) are named in the correspondence, although nearly all 
of them were living here in 1800. The descendants of some of 
them have answered the advertisement, but the descendants of 
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others have not. One descendant mentions by name his an- 
cestor, resident here in 1800, and the ancestor's son, grandson 
and great-grandson (the writer), but mentions no other descen- 
dants, notwithstanding that a dozen or more descendants of that 
particular ancestor are known to be residents of the District to- 
day. He alone took the trouble to write about it. 

It is known that the records and files of the Supreme Court of 
our District are a mine of information on the subject of its old 
families, especially the ancient partition ^uits, and they possess 
the two prime merits of completeness and accuracy in the super- 
lative degree. I am also advised that the records of the census 
of 1800, relating to the District, are available to proper investi- 
gators under reasonable restrictions. 

The " utilizing" of the material in my hands means its publi- 
cation, but there is manifest impropriety in offering to our mem- 
bers u a list of residents in 1800 and of their descendants now 
living here," so incomplete that it cannot pretend to contain the 
names of more than a fraction of the persons who resided here 
then or of their descendants who live here now. On the other 
hand the completion of the list will involve much additional 
correspondence with those who have written to us ; original 
correspondence with persons who have not written to us; ex- 
amination of the court and census records, and much painstaking 
research in other lines ; all of which will take time and involve 
expense. 

A number of other questions presented themselves for deter- 
mination, among them : to what extent residents of Alexandria 
in 1800 (then part of the District of Columbia) should be ad- 
mitted to the list ; and why, if for any reason, persons of color, 
residents in 1800, should be excluded. 

Thisywork is one of "the most important, as it is one of the 
most difficult, which the Society has ^undertaken, and it is of so 
much interest to so many people that it should be done thoroughly. 
I recommend that it be prosecuted with as much diligence as the 
resources of the society will permit ; and at the proper time I 
may suggest to the Board certain modifications of the general 
idea, now entertained, of publishing merely a list of names. If 
a list of the persons who at any time permanently resided within 



28 Records of the Columbia Historical Society. 

the present District of Columbia, from its first settlement, to and 
including the year 1800, could be compiled; and if to their 
names could be appended : when and where they were born, 
when and whence they came here, whom they married, where 
they lived, in what business they engaged and when they died; 
such a document, incomplete though it would doubtless be in 
many respects, could not fail to prove a most useful contribution 
to our local history. And if thereafter the same data concern- 
ing their descendants can be compiled and published as a sepa- 
rate undertaking, always confining the list to residents, the So- 
ciety will have performed a substantial service to the community. 
Whether these propositions, or either of them, are feasible, the 
Society must determine. 

The Secretary's minutes of the proceedings of the Board on 
December 20, 1900, show the following entry: 

"Mr. Hood, as Chairman of the Committee in charge of the 
letters relating to inhabitants of the District of Columbia in 
1800, made a full and interesting report of the material now 
in his hands. After discussion it was decided that the Society 
was not ready, at this time, to print any of the data so col- 
lected, but that the Chairman of the Committee should pre- 
pare a report on the subject suitable for publication in volume 
4, of the Records." 

It is in obedience to the above resolution, Mr. President, that 
I submit this special report. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

James F. Hood, 
Curator and Chairman. 

January 19, 1901. 



